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Who inspires you?

My children inspire me.

ONE BENEFITS FROM NATURE AND FOUR BENEFIT FROM

NATURE AND OUR NURTURE

Volker, born in Germany and raised by his mother and

stepfather Manfred, has benefited from nature, and from the

nurture provided by growing up in Germany under the care of

Betty and Manfred.

Cathy, Jenny, Brian, and David were all raised by Mary and

me and have thus benefited from being raised as Americans

under our nurture.

“Nature” of course refers how a person is wired from genetic

inheritance and perhaps other biological factors, and “nurture”

refers to the influence of exposure to an environment, parenting,

and learning.

Or, nature is how a person is at conception, and nurture

refers to the influence of external effects after conception and
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birth.

All five have settled into productive careers. All are happy.

None are into drugs. Three are presently married. Through my

children’s efforts, I have seven grandchildren. Boys are ahead,

five to two.

I’m inspired by their lives and by their accomplishments, but

also by the love, caring, and respect they show for me.

VOLKER

Volker was my firstborn. As he was growing up, I saw him

only once, when he was 13 years old, and then only briefly. But in

1996, when he was 31, we—Mary, David, and I—met him in

Berlin, and our relationship instantly flourished. The four of us

explored the city and became acquainted. As I observed Volker, I

kept thinking, “Wow! I created this person!” I was proud and

pleased.

From Berlin, we traveled west, and for the first time since

September 1964, three months before Volker’s birth, I saw his

mother Betty. Betty and Manfred had two sons of their own, Ingo

and Torsten, but Volker was quite different. His serious mien had

resulted in his being called “Profi,” or Professor, when he was

younger.

I’ve seen Volker many times since 1996, and our entire

family has embraced him. He has visited us in the U.S. three

times, and we have seen him in Europe many times. Mary and I
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attended his wedding to longtime girlfriend Marion in

Braunschweig in 2005. Earlier, after earning a degree in

biochemistry from the University of Braunschweig, he embarked

on a career in biotechnology.

In summary, Volker is loving and caring to his wife and my

10-year-old grandson Alex. He has been well-educated.

Although I abandoned him before birth, he was raised skillfully

by Betty and Manfred. He appears to be a happy and

accomplished child, and I find this inspiring!

CATHY

A month after Volker was born, I met Mary. About twenty

months later we were married, and two and a half years after

that, Cathy was born. Cathy was our first to benefit from both

Mary’s and my nurture. She was, from the very start, an

independent child, self-confident, and curious about the world

around her. She was fun, easy to raise, and soon had grown up.

She went to UCLA, got her degree, joined the LAPD, and met

her mate Kirk Kahoe. They married, and after some fertility

issues that Cathy overcame, produced a daughter, Victoria. Alas,

there were marriage issues that she could not overcome. And so,

Cathy and Tori came to us at Christmastime, just prior to Tori’s

fourth birthday. Cathy said, “Mom, Dad, I’m not going back.”

Cathy and Tori moved in, and Cathy and Kirk divorced. Mary

and I watched Cathy raise Tori. We kept our own council, but
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noted that Cathy’s unmitigated love for Tori influenced all her

decisions.

Tori wished to sleep with Cathy and Cathy allowed that. Tori

chose not to eat everything Cathy put on her plate and Cathy

accepted that. Cathy gave Tori snacks when she felt Tori needed

or wanted them. This child-raising approach contrasted with the

way we had raised Cathy, but we watched, we marveled, and we

accepted, because love, complemented by good judgment, is

what shaped Cathy’s responses to Tori’s needs.

Cathy has inspired me. Today, Tori is a young teenager. I see

little of her because Cathy no longer lives here, but I feel that

Tori’s character as an adult will be positively shaped by the

actions Cathy took in raising her.

JENNY

Jenny arrived only 18 months after Cathy. I probably walked

the hospital corridor for miles, counting tiles, just prior to her

birth. When she was one, I worked during the week at a site 140

miles distant. Weekends I would come home, and discover each

time she and I would need to become reacquainted, which I did

by tickling her, making her laugh, and playing with her.

She was a delightful, loving child, comforted I think by

having a self-confident older sister. She adapted easily to change

and amazed me with her reading skills and sponge-like mind.
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When she was 8, we visited Greece. Prior to the trip she

acquainted herself with Greek mythology and thus had an

instant appreciation of the many historic sites we visited, which

included Delphi, Corinth, Mycenae, and Olympia.

As she moved through school, she excelled academically. She

earned a college scholarship, headed off to Texas, but came

home often. A few years after graduating from the University of

Dallas, she decided she needed more challenges. So it was on to

Northwestern Law School in Chicago, a J.D. degree, and a career

as an attorney.

Today, in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, she works at

home, lawyering during the day. I see her occasionally. Earlier

during the pandemic, she brought me groceries once per

fortnight, so I didn’t need to risk venturing out to buy food. She

has since sensibly passed that baton on to Cathy, who now

performs that task. Jenny is indeed an inspiring person!

BRIAN

Three years after Jenny was born, Brian arrived on the scene.

Cool! I had a boy now. I learned about a key difference between

boys and girls when he peed in my mouth while I was changing

his diapers. Mary had told me to cover him when I was changing

him, but of course I knew better.

Soon he abandoned diapers and we moved to England. There

I was running around the block, pushing him on a bicycle,
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releasing it, and watching him maintain his balance and

continue riding without training wheels.

He went off to college and got a degree in computer science

from UC San Diego. He took a job with Intuit—on their TurboTax

software team—but must have been restless. I know the trip that

he, Cathy, and I took to the U.K., Italy, and Greece for three

weeks in 2000 primed him for some more travel.

Intuit had given him lucrative stock options, so, after he had

been there for almost seven years, he quit his job, and cashed

some in to finance some international travel. Risky? Nah! I’d

have done the same! He was competent, marketable, and I

trusted his decision-making.

So, in 2002, I drove him to the airport and he began an

adventure that would change his life. He started in Lisbon,

ventured deep into Europe, traveled above the Arctic Circle, and

then went to London, to join a tour that took him to western

Africa.

One of the ladies on the tour was Marion Hornung, an

adventurous Fräulein, and two years later she became his wife.

Today they, along with their three children, live in Berkeley, he

works for Adobe, and she profits from contracting out her

graphic design skills.

Observing this family, one recognizes the love between Brian

and Marion, and among the kids and their parents. I enjoy just

sitting back, observing, and feeling inspired.
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DAVID

Mary and I thought we were done, but perhaps she was

saving the best for last. Oh, dear! I shouldn’t say that!

Almost seven years after Brian’s birth, and less than a month

before we left England, David slid across the delivery table—his

birth was the only one I actually observed. It was a magical

event.

Only a week or so later, David sat in a beanbag chair for his

passport photo. Then, 29 days after his birth he was crossing the

Atlantic. He was raised as much by his three older siblings as by

Mary and me. He cried when, at 11, Brian left for college; they

had become inseparable buddies, sharing a love for soccer and

computers.

For the next seven years, he lived the life of an only child. He

traveled with Mary and me, to Boston, New York, London, Paris,

Berlin. His three older siblings modeled behavior—and life—for

him. He was almost a high schooler before he learned that

college was not “mandatory,” he once said.

He found college a pleasure, learning about computers as

Brian and I had done. Even though some consider UC Santa

Barbara a party school, he had little difficulty after graduation

finding employment in a lucrative career in which he used these

computer skills.
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He had some girlfriends, of course, but finally found Jen

Bailey, attractive and ambitious, and skilled at marketing; they

functioned like a dynamic duo.

In 2016, Mary and I wed them above the cliffs of Malibu.

Today, alas, Mary is gone; Dave and Jen have produced two

young boys and have only begun their parenting lives. Many

adventures await this loving and inspirational family.

I’M PROUD TO BE THEIR FATHER

I feel blessed—and inspired—to be the father of these five

children.
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August 8, 2018: I’m with Volker, Marion, and Alex (7) in front of

my home
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November 23, 2018: Cathy is with Tori (almost 12), and Brian and

Marion are with Nicky (9), Lucie (almost 12), and Jamie (9)
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November 23, 2018: I’m with my sister Sue and Jenny



12

Larry Riggs

October 31, 2020: Dave and Jen are with Lucas (almost 3), George

the dog, and Parker (5½ mo) on Halloween


